Town of Lake Lure Lake Advisory Committee

- Minutes of Regular Monthly Meeting -

The Lake Advisory Committee (LAC) held their regular monthly meeting at the Town of Lake Lure Municipal Center on 11th day of September 2006 at 6:30pm. 

Attendees:

Bob Washburn (Chairman)

Ross Worden (Vice President)

Wiley Bourne

Bob Keith

Gary Hasenfus

Russ Pitts (Council Liaison)


Non-Attending Members:
Chris Braund (Secretary)

Genevieve Helms


Guests:

Bill Beason

Rob McComas

Dan Grapes

John Cloud

Jeff McGahfe 

General Meeting Actions:

· Chairman Washburn called the meeting to order at 6:36 pm.

· Bob requested the minutes of past meeting be reviewed and motion made for possible acceptance.  Wiley moved to accept the minutes, accepted unanimously by Gary Hasenfus.
· Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Public Comments:

· Rob McComas presented some facts and concern about the current fish wildlife situation, and asked if the LAC might consider a lake study be performed by a consultant specializing in the field.  Fish size has dropped.
· Ross Worden and other LAC members posed multiple questions to Rob and Dan Grapes about their opinion on the state of the fish wildlife in Lake Lure
· Bob Washburn posed idea that the LAC approach the NC Game & Wildlife to see about assisting, and Ross agreed to try talking with his biologist contact
· John Cloud posed idea that LAC might tap into town’s naturalist resource (Clint)
Individual Meeting Reports and Actions:

Fishing & Ecosystem –  Ross Worden reported:

· Ross has been catching white & black bass pretty consistently and really did not see any apparent problem.  Gary stated that clarity readings are actually improved from last measurements.
· Stocking – Talked with Charles about getting larger trout to make it more difficult for the eagles to pull them out, and asked about getting some brown trout.  
· Motion made by Gary on deferring further stocking until a more thorough evaluation of the fishing conditions has been completed.  Seconded by Wiley – motion was unanimously approved.
· Ross also discussed possibility of a deep water ramp for periods when the lake level is drawn down.
Lake Structures – Wiley Bourne reported:

· Status update on two primary issues discussed at last meeting

· Item one:  measuring of shoreline and the type of lake structures that can be built

1. Wiley summarized discussions at last meeting, and the results of the workshop meetings with the town administration

2. Bob is working with a surveyor to get further clarification/improvement of the language defining measurable shoreline in coves.
· Second item: pressure on lake front properties from land developments known and unknown:

1. The situation would involve taking lots zoned R-1, and defined as permitted for single family use, and putting on the lots lake structures that are for use by residents who live on a non-lakefront location in the subdivision.

2. How do you write language that when property is zoned in a certain way that structures on the lake need to be in harmony/consistent with what the zoning regulations permit on that property?…Thrust being that lake structures being built on lakefront for communal use is inconsistent with the upland lot.

3. Bob – Theresa Reed said this is not a structure regulation, but a lake use regulation.

4. Wiley highlighted the statement of “The permanent mooring of more than 1 motorized boat at any one lake structure or combination of lake structures (other than a marina or cluster mooring facility) adjacent to an upland lot with less than 80 front feet of shoreline

5. Bob – highlighted that other lake structure regulations do tie to zoning regulation

6. Wiley then read the statement “The use of any lake structure that is not in harmony with the permitted uses allowed for the zoning district of the adjacent upland lot..”

7. Bob – “Harmonious” was not clean and clear, and highlighted how the lake use regulations defined commercial.

8. Wiley – Discussed why adding a commercial statement would not be sufficient in preserving the original intent

9. Bob – Agreed to continue working with adjusting the prohibited uses of the lake use regulations to synchronize with the lake structures with regards to permanent moorings.

Dredging –  Bob Washburn reported:

· Silt removal has been occurring 

· Russ – APAC has removed about 75% of the silt in the town silt impoundment

· Bob’s sounding work has shown that nothing substantial has changed on Northern channel of lake

· Lake cleanup – new debris nets have not been sewn; the current net was utilized by John Cloud during Labor day weekend.

· Communications with Clint Calhoun on the Blue Heron Point development:

1. Clint – Nothing has taken place on the property with regards to State enforcement

2. People onsite have submitted another erosion control plan

3. Unknown what actions or fines will be levied

4. Bob has tried to get Fish & Wildlife to get interested in fish kill, but is being deferred to another State agency…In summary, no action as of yet

Law Enforcement – Chris Braund reported:

· Absent – No report

· Bob – Commercial packets were mailed out in late August to all commercial operators

· Bob, using information sent by Chris - Current 2006 total Annual Motorized increased 4% from 921 to 937 permits

· Bob displayed boat sticker to LAC that has been purchased by town, and Wiley noted that decals cannot be distributed to Livery boats…Item 3 “No more than 2 persons may be towed behind a boat..” was not applicable to Livery boats

Recreation & Commercial Activities – Genevieve Helms reported: 

· Absent – No report

  Emergency Preparedness / Water Quality  - Bob Keith Reported:

· Bob’s first attendance as a LAC member, and Bob Washburn highlighted Dick’s responsibilities that Bob Keith would be taking over

· Bob Keith plans on meeting with Bob Washburn to go over various LAC items

Dam Operations & Sewer System - Gary Hasenfus reported:

· The large generator was down 1 day for repairs


VWIN Coordinator, Gary Hasenfus reported:

· All fourteen sites were collected and results were fine.  Another sample was taken in Buffalo Bay at one meter and three meters.  The results were lower than prior years but, according to Marilyn, was not sufficient for fish kills.

· On August 23rd measurements were taken again, and oxygen levels were somewhat down, but nothing way out of line

· There is a layer at about at 6 meters where there is a definite decrease in oxygen

· Gary was approached by Rumbling Bald Resort management about adding a new sampling location at the mouth of Buffalo Creek into their private lake (Bald Mountain Lake) – Marilyn thought it could be added, but her management denied the request.  The rationale for the denial is that this area is a privately owned area, and would be willing to do so for a fee of $400/year.

· Rumbling Bald Mountain Resort was going to meet to decide on whether or not they would be willing to defray the annual cost.
Recap of Motions Passed:

· The LAC recommends that the Marine Commission explore the legal right of the town to revoke a permit for a prohibited boat if the permit was issued as the result of staff failing to follow procedures. 

· The LAC asks the chairman to bring the particulars of the Graystone/Appley Valley enforcement issues to the town council and ask that the regulations be enforced.   

Recap of Open Action Items:

From September meeting:

1. (Ross) Contact NC Fish & Wildlife biologist to see if they might be willing to assist us in coming out to analyze our current lake status with regards to fish wildlife.
2. (Russ) Check to see what the town budgeted for stocking
3. (Bob) Review the “Measurable Shoreline” language with the surveyors, the town admin and legal counsel
4. (Russ) Notify town that boating regulations decal is incorrect for livery boats.
From August meeting:

5. (Wiley) Further explore the issue of permissible uses of R1 lakefront land (lake structures, boat usage, pavilions, lodges) and lead LAC discussions of recommendations.
From February meeting:

6. (Chris, Russ, Eric Hester, Clyde Ingersoll)  Work with the town staff to develop standard lake operating procedures in the area of enforcement.  August Update:  an initial draft is underway, to be reviewed with the LAC prior to detailed work with the town staff.  No September update.
7. (Bob)  Obtain an update from the town on our October recommendation:

The LAC recommends that town council appoint a representative to attend the Broad River Water Authority meetings (and any others on the topic of downstream water rights). This representative should be versed in the Law of Lake Lure and identify potential threats.  

Respectfully Submitted,

Chris Braund, Secretary LAC
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